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but this was merely obiter and unnecessary for the
decision of the case.
Now, by the recent decision already referred to, viz. :
Times Furnishing Co., Ltd. v. Hutchings (v), it has been
decided that, in order to determine the owner's consent
to the tenant's possession of goods let to him on hire-
purchase, it is not sufficient to provide in the hire-
purchase agreement that " the [owner's] consent to the
hirer's possession of the furniture comprised therein shall
automatically determine and come to an end if any
landlord of the hirer threatens or takes any step to levy
a distress for rent upon the furniture." The owner must
take some overt step to determine his consent, and in
default of so doing the goods remain in the reputed
ownership of the tenant (hirer) and are distrainable.
Reputed ownership is a question of fact (w) and there-
fore evidence can be called of acts, facts and admissions
for and against the reputation of ownership (x), and even
apparently of the general notoriety of the facts in the
neighbourhood (y).
The Court must be satisfied that the inference of owner-
ship is one which " must" arise (z).
Hire-Purchase Act, 1938.—This Act, which comes
into force on ist January, 1939, contains some important
provisions which extend the protection against distress
given by the Law of Distress Amendment Act, 1908, or,
to put it more exactly, limits the exclusion from such
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